
 

 

Dear Constituents and Friends,  

As we close the books on 2017 and look to the year ahead, I’d like to share with you a brief update on 

our projects and accomplishments from the past year. I’m proud of what we achieved in the 14th 

Worcester District and on Beacon Hill, and I am excited to share our goals and priorities for what we can 

accomplish together in 2018.  

 

 

A bond bill passed in the House included an amendment I filed allocating $10 million for the relocation 

of the Paul T. Leahy center DYS detention facility, which is currently adjacent to the UMass Medical 

School campus in Worcester. The relocation is a major expansion opportunity for the medical school and 

will add jobs and economic activity to the area. 

I sponsored legislation that was signed into 

law which authorized the Commissioner of 

the Department of Capital Asset 

Management and Maintenance (DCAMM) to 

sell 44 acres of land at the Worcester State 

Hospital campus to the Worcester Business 

Development Corporation (WBDC) for the 

purpose of developing the site into a 

biomanufacturing industrial park. The land 

transfer was finalized several months later 

between DCAMM and WBDC. This land 

transfer will create the space for up to 500 

new jobs and continue to develop Worcester as a major hub for scientific innovation. 

The House FY18 budget included my amendment allocating funds for the purpose of replanting trees 

damaged by the Asian Longhorn beetle infestation in Worcester.  

IN THE DISTRICT 

 



 

A bill I sponsored, titled An Act to Further 

Define Standards of Employee Safety, was 

passed to become law. This is a significant 

accomplishment protecting the lives of 

450,000 public employees here in the 

Commonwealth. The bill eliminates the 

confusion surrounding safety standards, 

clearly establishes one standard for every 

employee, and opens up a 1:1 matching grant 

program for states that extend OSHA coverage 

to public employees. Massachusetts can now obtain as much as $1 million in matching funds to help 

public agencies implement OSHA standards. 

The House recently passed its version of a historic comprehensive criminal justice reform bill, including 

language that was adopted from an amendment I filed increasing access to appropriate treatment for 

opioid addiction for incarcerated individuals, thereby saving lives and reducing crime. The bill also 

improves systems of bail, sentencing, juvenile justice, and solitary confinement. The bill is now in 

conference committee, where the House and Senate will work together towards a final product. 

Other major bills we passed this session that I supported include:  

The Pregnant Workers’ Fairness Act: increasing workplace protections for pregnant women and new 

mothers 

An Act Advancing Contraceptive Coverage and Economic Security in our State (ACCESS): ensuring 

women in Massachusetts have access to affordable birth control despite any federal rollbacks 

The Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government, of which I am chair, continued to 

hold hearings on bills ranging from animal safety to zoning.  

We celebrated Recovery Day 2017- a day of gratitude, celebration, and advocacy for all those in the 

recovery community and their loved ones. 

I was humbled to receive the “Legislator 

of the Year” award from the Arc of 

Massachusetts and the Massachusetts 

Developmental Disabilities Council, as 

well as the “Public Leader” award from 

MassCOSH at their 40th Anniversary Gala 

celebrating the movement for safe jobs 

for all. 

ON BEACON HILL 

 



 

With recent expansions and future growth in the works, the area containing UMass Medical School, 

Biotechnology Park, and the Bio-Manufacturing Zone is set to redefine what Worcester will look like in 

the next several years. The city’s foothold in the field of medical care and innovation has steadily gained 

traction. This $10 million towards relocating the DYS Leahy Center is poised to be the next major project 

in the area’s development. 

We are continuing to advocate for a bill I filed titled An Act Relative to Healthy Youth, which would 

ensure that school districts that choose to provide sexuality education provide their students age-

appropriate, medically accurate information that is inclusive and comprehensive in its coverage of 

abstinence, contraception, and consent, all while leaving to local school boards and parents the choice 

to participate. We are working closely with Planned Parenthood to push for this legislation, as we 

believe we have the responsibility to provide access to quality education on healthy relationships.  

Additionally, I serve as the co-chair 

of the Ellen Story Commission on 

Postpartum Depression, a special 

legislative commission charged with 

recommending resources and 

policies to address postpartum 

depression and other perinatal 

mental health issues. We will be 

holding our 4th annual Postpartum 

Depression Awareness Day at the 

State House in May of 2018, and we 

will continue to advocate for 

prevention, screening, treatment, and awareness for maternal mental health. Follow the PPD 

Commission on Twitter at @PPDCommission.  

 

 

This year, I celebrated my 10th year serving as a Representative in the Massachusetts Legislature. These 

years have been an honor and a privilege. 2017 was a busy year for other O’Days as well! I’d like to take 

a moment to share some of my proudest moments of 2017 as a husband and a father: 

My son Tyler ran the NYC Marathon – his first ever marathon! We were thrilled to cheer him on from 

the sidelines. 

My son Max is in his sophomore year at UMass, brought home a stellar report card, and is excited to 

begin his spring season on the club baseball team. 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

 

FROM MY FAMILY TO YOURS 

 



My wife, Marybeth O'Day, was recognized as an Unsung Heroine of Massachusetts for her work with the 

Department of Children and Families, with the City of Worcester's Department of Inspectional Services, 

and as an on-call hotline worker for the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 

If you would like to receive more updates like this, please subscribe on my website: 

https://www.repjimoday.com/ 

Wishing you and your loved ones a happy and healthy 2018! 

 

James O’Day 

14th Worcester District 

 

 


